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Letter from the Superintendent
Superintendent

Hello everyone.

As Winter break approaches, 
I would like to thank the 
staff, students, parents, 
and community members 
who contribute so much 
in helping to create an 
atmosphere of excellence in 

the Gobles Public Schools.  

We have had a productive beginning to the 
academic year.  Staff and students are engaged 
in teaching and learning in the classrooms.  
The fall athletic season has been completed 
and winter sports have begun.  Holiday dances 
and musical celebrations are in full swing at 
both schools in the district.  

Many of our students, both as individuals 
and members of clubs, generously give of 
their time, talent, and money to help ensure 
the holidays are enjoyed by all.  They work 
with families in need to donate food baskets 
and gifts, share time with senior citizens, and 
participate in other activities all in the spirit 
of bringing in the New Year with hope and 
compassion.  

Winter recess will start Saturday, December 
19, 2015 and last through Sunday, January 
3, 2016.  It is my hope that during the break 
everyone will take some time for themselves 
as well as to connect with family members 
and friends.  

I wish you and yours a Happy Holiday Season 
and Wonderful New Year.

Best Wishes

Jeff Rehlander

Jeff Rehlander

GOBLES WEBSITE
Check us out at:
www.gobles.org

Please take a few minutes to visit our 
website at www.gobles.org. You’ll find we’ve 
made it easier to navigate, easier to find the 
information you’re looking for, whether 
it’s access to student information (such as 
attendance and academic progress in school), 
sports schedules, information about our food 
service program, or the great news about 
what’s going on with students, staff, and 
graduates of Gobles Public Schools.

After nearly one year of planning, procuring funding 
and equipment, and preparing a room for this unique 
use, a sensory room is now open at Gobles Elementa-
ry School. The elementary sensory room is made pos-
sible by funding from the Elementary Parents’ Club 
and Gobles Cares Wellness Initiative.  Megan Ivester 
(4th & 5th grade teacher) deserves recognition for her 
planning, organization, and time in making this room 
a reality.

The purpose of the room is to provide a supervised, 
calm and quiet location for students to use for a va-
riety of activities including: brain breaks, calming ac-
tivity time, purposeful OT therapy activity, or to “get 
the wiggles out.”

Students are continuing to benefit greatly 
from the elementary Success Time program.  
The program provides an additional 30 min-
utes of math instruction and practice that 
students in all grades receive every Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday. During this time 
students are dispersed into smaller groups 
to practice the former week’s math skills for 
greater understanding.  These fourth graders 
are dividing using base ten blocks.  

Head Start and 
Great Start 
Readiness 
Program 
Preschool’s would 
like to thank 
Healy True Value 
for the donation 
of materials for 
a new sandbox.  
And a thank you 
to Brian Lower 
for building the 
sand box.

Gobles Elementary Opens a Sensory Room

The biomedical STEM classes recently had a guest speaker. We were 
fortunate to have 2009 Gobles graduate Evan White speak to our 
classes about medical school.  In 2014, Evan got his undergraduate 
degrees in biomedical science and psychology/ethics from Western 
Michigan University and is now in his second year of medical school 
at Wayne State School of Medicine in Detroit. Evan talked to the 
class about the academic choices that he made while at Gobles and 
Western that helped him reach his goal of attending medical school.  
The students were interested to hear about his published research on 
zebrafish at Western and learned that it takes a lot of organization, 
planning and persistence to get into medical school.

Gobles Alumni Shares Interest of 
the Biomedical STEM Program

The Kindergarten class was proud to par-
ticipate in the Trees for Troops campaign 
this year by making hundreds of ornaments 
to send to military families stationed at Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina.  On Monday, Novem-
ber 30th, our classrooms had two very special 
visitors, and we got to present our ornaments 
and say thank you for the service and sacrific-
es made by soldiers, like SSGT Heather Avant 
and SSGT Jacob DeJardin.  We love partici-
pating in such a special service project!

2015-16 D.A.R. Recipient
Congratulations to senior McKenzie Winne 
for being selected the 2015-16 D.A.R. 
(Daughters of the American Revolution) 
Good Citizen from Gobles High School. 

Qualities used to select the D.A.R. Good 
Citizen include leadership, dependability, 
service and patriotism.  McKenzie has 
displayed these qualities in numerous 
ways as a Gobles student.  She was a S.A.C. 
Leadership Conference Representative, 
Junior Class Representative and Volleyball 
Team Captain.  McKenzie has a 4.0 GPA, 
is a member of the National Honor Society 
and is the Senior Class President.  She has 
served as a volunteer for many community 
programs including the Autism Awareness 
Walk, Cystic Fibrosis Walk and Big Brother 
/ Big Sister.

D.A.R. Good Citizens have an opportunity 
to enter the D.A.R. Good Citizen scholar-
ship contest. She has the potential of win-
ning up to a $5,000 scholarship.  Good luck 
McKenzie!

McKenzie is the daughter of Jay and Jodi 
Winne.

Congratulations to 
McKenzie and her 
parents on this 
honor.

Miss Sundling & Mrs. Boes attended the ro-
botics training class at EMU as part of our 
PLTW-STEM program.  Robotics is part of 
the 5th grade STEM-Launch curriculum.

Gobles Elementary To Offer 
PLTW STEM Launch Program 

As part of Gobles Public Schools effort to 
offer STEM education K-12, elementary 
teachers will begin instruction in Project 
Lead The Way (PLTW) STEM- Launch les-
sons with all students kindergarten – fifth 
grade.

PLTW is the nation’s leading provider of 
K-12 STEM programs. STEM stands for 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics. PLTW’s world-class, project 
and problem-based curriculum and high-
quality teacher professional development, 
combined with an engaged network of edu-
cators and corporate partners, help students 
develop the skills they need to be successful 
in post-secondary education and beyond. 

PLTW Launch is the K-5 curricular program 
for elementary students. Launch program 
is designed to capture students’ interest in 
math and science and spark a lifelong pas-
sion. Students use touch technology, robot-
ics, and everyday materials to explore topics 
such as energy, light and sound, motion and 
stability, and gravity. With PLTW Launch, 
students will leave elementary school with 
a passion for and confidence in the STEM 
subjects, ready to continue their learning in 
middle school, high school, and beyond.

As part of our preparation to offer PLTW 

Launch curriculum, Katy Sundling (2nd 
grade teacher) attended training last sum-
mer to become our Launch Lead Teacher. 
During October, Miss Sundling provided 
instruction to all grade level teachers in the 
Launch program.  This year, each grade level 
will complete two Launch learning modules 
with their students. 

Very exciting!

To learn more about the PLTW Launch 
curriculum see the PLTW website at:  
www.pltw.org

Kindergarten Class Participates in 
Trees for Troops Campaign

Evan White (left) with teacher, Bob Lisowski

Team Gobles is a campaign to build pride and encourage engagement in the school community.  
It includes students, parents, staff, board of education, mayor/city council, business, faith and 
community leaders, volunteers, partners, graduates, alumni.  Team Gobles is all of us who are 
committed to quality education and equity in opportunities.  Team Gobles is all of us who know 
that the future is our children and that the future is worth our time and attention.  The inaugural 
year will focus on the internal school community and future years will incorporate the larger 
external school community.  Annual components of Team Gobles include the designing of “the 
shirt” by the senior class and distribution of “the shirt” to Team Gobles members, cultural trans-
formation, monthly shirt/activity days, and use of social media and a twitter account for every-
one in the school community to share the positive Team Gobles stories throughout the year.  

Superintendent of Schools, Jeff Rehlander, 
speaking at the “Team Gobles” assembly where 
staff and students received their new “Team 
Gobles” shirt. 

On Monday, November 30th, all stu-
dents participated in a school wide Team 
Gobles event, where students made holi-
day ornaments and holiday cards to be 
delivered to community members and 
the Veterans of the Battle Creek VA Hos-
pital. The senior class decorated cook-
ies for community members hoping to 
spread a little bit of Christmas cheer. 

Team Gobles = Quality Education 

On December 7, 2015, Gobles history teacher, Mr. Jim Wiseley received a $10,000 financial 
contribution check from AT&T to be used by the Gobles History Club. The presentation 
of the check was done by AT&T Area Manager, Ruth M. Gaudard and accepted by Mr. Jim 
Wiseley along with supporters, Superintendent Jeff Rehlander, Principal Phil McAndrew, 
State Representative Aric Nesbitt and State Senator Tonya Schuitmaker (not pictured).

On December 9, Gobles Public Schools was 
honored to host Mr. William White, Mid-
west region vice-president for Project Lead 
the Way.  Mr. White spoke to students in 
grades 5-12 about the importance of school 
and how to be successful.

“Practice makes perfect.  I guarantee you 
that if you practice shooting a free throw one 
hundred times each day, you will be a better 
free throw shooter one year from now. It is 
the same with your academics.  If you prac-
tice your work, do your homework, put ef-
fort into all of your school work, you will be 
a better student every day,” he said.

The students and faculty responded very 
positively to Mr. White’s words of encourage-
ment.  Many students had the opportunity to 
speak with Mr. White after the assembly and 
have their picture taken with him and have 
him sign his autograph for them.

Mr. White graduated from Ohio State Uni-

versity with a Metallurgical Engineering De-
gree and was drafted by the Detroit Lions in 
1984.  During a stellar 11 year career in the 
NFL, Mr. White played for Detroit, Kansas 
City, and finished his professional football ca-
reer with the Atlanta Falcons playing in the in 
Super Bowl XXXIII in 1998.

Project Lead The Way Regional and State Leaders Visit Gobles

Elementary Success 
Time Program 

Superintendent of Schools Mr. Jeff Rehlander, Midwest Region Vice-President for Project Lead 
The Way Mr. William White, Gobles STEM Teacher Mr. Bob Lisowski, Gobles MS/HS Princi-
pal Mr. Phil McAndrew and State of Michigan Project Lead The Way Director, Amy Rausch.


